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Mongolian Consul General joins organization in thanking community members

Teenage parents: 
Life Unscripted

Metro Purple Line 
holds advisory 
group meeting
By LYNA CHON
Lchon@ktownnewsla.com

A non-traditional 
traditional 
Th anksgiving
By Sheila  Han

What are you thankful for, Koreatown? 

“It’s a great celebra-
tion for the American 
people,”

“I’m thankful for 
good health,”

VICTOR MOLINERO FUMI AKINWUNMI

“I’m thankful I go to LACC. 
Th ey have a good acting/
training program, that will 
prepare me for the future,”

CHRISTIE WILLIAMS

“I’m thankful to be 
alive,”

BRANDIE GLASS

“I’m thankful for life - 
all to Jesus,”

PHILIP BECHLER

EDITORIAL

 Th anksgiving is one 
of the most cherished Amer-
ican holidays, and there is 
no better way to bask in that 
American holiday goodness 
than to partake in the rich 
ritual that is the Th anksgiv-
ing dinner.  Most Americans 

By LYNA CHON
Lchon@ktownnewsla.com

 Th e Los Angeles Area 
Mongolian Association (LAMA) 
held a Mongolian Community 
Open House on October 26 
at their community center in 
Koreatown. Th e Consul General 
of Mongolia in San Francisco, 
Ankhbayar Nyamdorj, was an 
honorary guest and presented 
awards to individuals who 
have supported LAMA and the 
Mongolian community. 
 Among the award 
recipients were: Khurelsambuu 

Gansukh and Baldandorj 
Tuvshinbayar, LAMA board 
members and prominent 
members of the Mongolian 

business community; Cooke 
Sunoo, a Korean-American who 
was formerly a board advisor for 
LAMA; and Yonah Hong, Board 

member of the Wilshire Center-
Koreatown Neighborhood 
Council and Koreatown News 
Director of Outreach. 
 Other attendees 
included Khandsuren 
Byambadorj, contestant for 
Mrs. Asia USA, and Byambajav 
Ulambayar, a Mongolian sumo 
wrestler and actor who won three 
World Sumo championships and 
appeared in the movie Oceans 
13. Th e event also featured 
Mongolian dance and song 
performances, poetry recitations, 
and traditional Mongolian food 
and refreshments. 
 LAMA is a non-profi t 

organization founded in 2006. 
According to an information 
sheet provided at the event, 
the organization’s mission is to 
preserve Mongolian culture and 
heritage by promoting cultural 
education and social activities 
in Mongolian communities in 
the U.S., especially in Southern 
California. LAMA’s work focuses 
on fi ve program areas of education, 
health and environment, business, 
sports, and arts and culture. 
According to Zula Damdin, 
board member of LAMA, 
there are approximately 3,000-
4,000 Mongolians in Southern 
California. 

 On October 29, Metro 
held an advisory group meeting 
for the fi rst segment of the Metro 
Purple Line Extension Project. 
Th e meeting was open to the pub-
lic and covered various topics such 
as the timeline for the project, 
construction issues, and eff orts to 
mitigate the project’s impact on 
traffi  c and local businesses.
 Th e project, which will 
add nine miles to the Purple Line 
from the Wilshire/Western sta-

(See Metro, page 2)

Sneak a peek at the Madang project
Turn to page 4 and 
fi nd out all the in-
formation regard-
ing the proposed 
Madang Open 
Space, Bus Shelter, 
and Gateway proj-
ects. Th e projects’ 
goal is to beautify 
the intersection of 
Olympic Boulevard 
and Normandie 
Avenue for an esti-
mated budget of $3 
million.

From left to right: Baldandorj Tuvshinbayar, Khurelsambuu Gansukh, Ankhbayar 
Nyamdorj, Yonah Hong and Cooke Sunoo.

Boo’s
Philly
Cheese-
steak
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BRIEFS

probably take this experience for 
granted, but if you come from 
a diff erent culture like I do, this 
may not be as easy as it seems.
 When I was fourteen years 
old, I was tired of having to straddle 
two diff erent cultures and I decided 
that it was time for my Korean fam-
ily to have a real, traditional Amer-
ican Th anksgiving.  We were going 
to have turkey, stuffi  ng, cranberry 
sauce, and all the other trimmings 
of a Th anksgiving dinner. My par-
ents did not share my enthusiasm, 
but I was determined to prove that 
we could be just as American as we 
were Korean. For one night out of 
the year, we were going to eat like a 
real American family.
 When the big day 
arrived, everyone was assigned 
their duties.  My brothers were in 
charge of the canned corn, string 
beans, bright orange yams, and 
jellied cranberries.  My mother 
was in charge of the mashed po-
tatoes.  My father was assigned to 
basting and roasting the turkey, 
a beautiful sixteen-pounder with 

the Foster Farms logo stretched 
across his buxom breast.  I, of 
course, took on the most import-
ant tasks of creating the perfect 
setting, and making sure no one 
ruined my vision of the perfect 
Th anksgiving dinner. 
 Aft er an excruciatingly 
long six hours, the turkey was 
ready to be served.   My family 
and I paused to admire the feast 
that lay before us.  Of course, 
there was still that hideous plastic 
pine cone centerpiece that my 
brother made as a school holiday 
project, and all the utensils were 
mismatched because we didn’t 
own a complete set. At one end 
was a plastic pitcher of Tang, 
and around it was an assortment 
of side dishes that were already 
starting to grow cold.  It wasn’t a 
particularly impressive sight, but it 
was our fi rst attempt at an Ameri-
can family tradition and as far as I 
was concerned, it would do.
 Until it all went awry.  
To my sheer horror, my father 
broke out the half-gallon jar of 
kimchee from the fridge, insist-
ing that he couldn’t eat a meal 

without it. Th en my mother laid 
out the ssam (lettuce wrap) with 
dollops of hot soybean paste, and 
there was even talk of making 
some jji-gae (stew).
 I saw my picture perfect 
American Th anksgiving disappear 
into the wet folds of a Korean 
lettuce wrap.  I sat there gloomily, 
nursing my cold mashed potatoes 
and runny cranberry sauce with 
a fork and knife, while my family 
happily dug in with their hands.  
It all just felt so un-American!
 Years later, when I was 
in high school, I was invited by 
a classmate named Sylvia to her 
house for Th anksgiving.  Her 
parents were from Guadalajara, 
Mexico.  Although they did have a 
roasted turkey as the centerpiece of 
their dinner, it was accompanied 
with homemade corn tortillas, 
chile salsa, pickled jalapenos, and a 
generous portion of Mexican rice. 
 It was one of the best 
Th anksgiving meals I ever had.
 Aft er that meal, I real-
ized that my Dad was right about 
the kimchee. For those of us 
who come from other cultures, 

the joy and signifi cance of the 
Th anksgiving experience comes 
not from aspiring to some cook-
ie-cutter image of an American 
Th anksgiving dinner, but from 
incorporating it into our exist-
ing traditions and making it our 
own. Th rough the years, I have 
attended many diff erent Th anks-
giving dinners, and each of them 
was as unique and diverse as the 
people enjoying them.  Instead 
of feeling un-American, those 
dinners demonstrated the rich 
diversity of the American experi-
ence, and showed that traditions 
can fl ourish into wildly creative 
and imaginative variations if they 
are allowed to evolve organically. 
 In keeping with this 
newfound spirit of diverse cultur-
al richness, here is a list of options 
for your own unique Th anksgiv-
ing experience:

Wilshire Boulevard Temple
3663 Wilshire Blvd., (213) 388-
2401
Free turkey dinners for four; pick 
up meal ticket on Nov 17, redeem 
on Nov 24.

Oasis Church
634 S. Normandie Ave., (877) 
526-2747
Weekly Th ursday recovery 
meeting will be holding potluck 
dinner open to all at 6:30 p.m. 

VONS Market
3461 W. 3rd St., (213) 384-6552
Same day pre-packaged Th anks-
giving meals  

Th e Prince
3198 1/2 W. 7th St., (213) 389-
1586
Open 10:00 a.m. for to go orders;  
4:00 p.m. for dine-in.

Pollo A La Brasa Western
764 S. Western Ave., (213) 387-
1531
Open 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Th ai Original BBQ and Restau-
rant
4055 W. 3rd St., (213) 383-8571
Open 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

El Jalapeno
854 S. Vermont Ave., (213) 365-
0048
Open 7:30 a.m. to 10:20 p.m.

COURTESY of Metro

(Th anksgiving, from page 1)

tion to Westwood, is divided 
into three sections. Th e fi rst 
section will extend the Purple 
Line to Wilshire/La Cienega 
and is scheduled to open for 
operations in 2023. Th e third 
and fi nal section ending at 
Westwood/VA Hospital past 
UCLA is scheduled to open for 
operation in 2035. 
 At the meeting, Metro 

staff  members reviewed the cur-
rent construction work, discussed 
how they are working with city 
offi  cials in Los Angeles and Beverly 
Hills, and explained the details 
and benefi ts of having extended 
work hours for the contractors. 
According to a Metro press release, 
more than 90 people attended the 
meeting, including representatives 
from the offi  ces of Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti and Los 

Angeles City Council Members 
Tom La Bonge and Paul Koretz. 
Also in attendance were 36 
Advisory Group members, who 
are individuals representing the 
residents, businesses, property 
owners, and key institutions 
around the La Brea, Fairfax, 
and La Cienega stations. 
 Th e next meeting is 
expected to take palce in early 
2014. 

(Metro, from page 1)

Intersection named aft er two 
community leaders

 Th e Los Angeles City 
Council approved in September 
the naming of two intersections 
in Koreatown. 
 Th e intersection of 
Wilshire Boulevard and Vermont 
Avenue will be named the Dr. 
Kee Whan Ha Square. Dr. Ha is 
the president of Hankook Prop-
erty Management Company, Inc. 
and co-owner of Han Nam Chain 
Supermarket, Inc. He is known 
for his work with the community 
including sitting as the president 
of the Korean American Cham-
ber of Commerce since 1992.
 Th e intersection of 
Olympic Boulevard and Vermont 
Avenue will be named the Dr. 
Gene Kim Square, in honor of 
Dr. Gene Kim who is the founder 
of the Koreatown Association 
and the annual Koreatown festi-

val and parade.  
 Ceremonial signs will be 
installed at both locations.

WCKNC Open House

 Hundreds of Koreatown 
residents came to the Wilshire 
Center Koreatown Neighborhood 
Council Open House on October 
17t. Th ose in attendance included 
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 
who celebrated his recent birth-
day and 100th day in offi  ce. Board 
members presented him a cake. 

LAPD Presentation

 Unifi cation of Disabled 
Latin Americans and Korean 
American Youth Program held 
an event with the Los Angeles 
Police Department at the Olym-
pic Station in October 19. Th e 
event was for the community to 
learn more about the offi  cers and 
their work. Offi  cers shared their 
experiences and their paths to 
becoming a police offi  cer.  
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PHOTO by Jimmy Chai
From left to right: Anthony Gomez, 15, Lilyana Gomez, eight months, and Jennifer Chapela, 14, stand in the hallway of the apartment in Koreatown they share with 
Anthony’s parents. 

By LYNA CHON
Lchon@ktownnewsla.com

(See Unscripted, page 6)

LIFE UNSCRIPTED: Teenagers fi nd themselves growing up quickly with a newborn

On a cool autumn eve-
ning, fi ft een-year-old 
Anthony Gomez steps 
out of his apartment 

in Koreatown and heads toward 
the front gate to let me in. He is 
dressed in a black hoodie and a 
denim vest with long silver spikes 
on the shoulders. As he opens the 
gate, he calls out to his mother and 
father, who emerge from the end 
of the hallway to greet me with a 
warm hello. 
 Th e Gomez family is 
very close and supportive of each 
other, but they weren’t always this 
way; just a few years ago, Anthony 
was a sharp-tongued, irreverent 
teenager who had an aversion for 
established institutions, authority 
fi gures, and social cliques includ-
ing those who ‘dressed punk’ like 
him. It wasn’t so much that he 
wanted to cause trouble for anyone 
but that he just wanted to do his 
own thing; while his classmates 
were getting into drugs and gangs, 
he was growing more and more 
obsessed with skateboarding, a 
passion he quite literally stumbled 
upon when he found an aban-
doned skateboard on the streets. 
His avid skateboarding caught the 
eye of a local store owner who gave 
him free gear, and on weekends he 
would skate from dawn till dusk, 

angering his parents and girl-
friend. 
 Now, at the relatively 
seasoned age of fi ft een, Anthony 
isn’t as fl ighty or aloof and has a 
much better relationship with his 
parents, who say that he has be-
come more mature. His girlfriend 
Jennifer Chapela, who is fourteen 

years old, echoes the sentiment, 
saying that Anthony spends more 
time with her now and shows her 
more aff ection and attention. 
 What changed is not 
some great epiphany or personality 
change but rather an adorable baby 
girl named Lilyana, or Lily. About 
half a year into their relationship, 

Jennifer unexpectedly became 
pregnant, and although it wasn’t 
planned, they had talked about 
having children before and they 
decided to have the baby. Antho-
ny and Jennifer’s parents were 
initially upset (Anthony’s mother 
burst into tears in the laundromat 
where they fi rst told her), but they 

eventually became supportive and 
embraced Lily.
 Now eight months old, 
the plump little girl with big 
brown eyes lives with Jennifer and 
Anthony in Anthony’s parents’ 
apartment. Jennifer had been liv-
ing with her mother and stepfather 
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I Will Fight For Justice.  I Will Fight For You.

Personal Injury
Civil Rights

Employment
Business 

Class Action Litigation

Free Initial Consultation

Gerald S. Ohn, Esq.
Law Offi  ces of Gerald S. Ohn

1875 Century Park East, Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90067

(310) 407-8655
gerald@ohnlaw.com

www.ohnlaw.com

Advertisement

Personal injury
Employment

Business
Immigration
Lemon law 

ALEX CHA

Advertisement

Attorney at Law

Serving Koreatown since 2002

Law Offi  ces of Alex Cha
3435 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2000
Los Angeles, CA 90010
(213)351-3513
(213)351-3514 fax
Alexmyungcha@yahoo.com

(213)351-3513

GATEWAY

BUS SHELTER

MADANG OPEN SPACE (2 options)

Quick Facts

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Reach over 20,000 readers people with the only english newspaper circulated in Koreatown. 

Our rates are unbeatable!!! 

Call us now to fi nd out more information. 

(213) 259-3741

 Multiple projects are underway 
to beautify the intersection of Olympic 
Boulevard and Normandie Avenue as well 
as the area just north of the intersection, 
which is the site of the pocket park 
containing Da Wool Jung, an eye-catching 
traditional Korean gazebo. Th e projects are 
still in their conceptualization phase, and 
members of the public are being invited to 
submit comments and questions. Here is a 
detailed look at each of the three projects.
  Plans for the projects developed 
under the auspices of the now defunct 
Community Redevelopment Agency 
(CRA) of Los Angeles. According to Anna 
Apostolos, Senior Program Manager at 
the Los Angeles Neighborhood Initiative 
(LANI), the CRA and the Los Angeles 
City Council wanted community 
involvement in the planning process so 
they enlisted the help of LANI, a non-profi t 
organization that focuses on neighborhood 
revitalizations. LANI and the City Council 
set up a Steering Committee made up of 
about a dozen community, business, and 
religious leaders. 
 Th e Steering Committee’s fi rst 
meeting was held in February 2012, but 
the Committee ceased planning activities 
shortly aft er when the CRA was dissolved 
by the state. More than a year later in early 
2013, plans for the projects resumed and 
the bidding process for design fi rms was 
started. Th e open bid for the Gateway 
project alone drew applications from 27 
architects, according to Apostolos. Th e 
winning fi rms were selected in April; they 
are SQLA inc for the Madang project, and 
John Friedman Alice Kimm Architects for 
the Gateway projects. 
 LANI also played a key role in the 
planning for the Bus Shelter Project. Th e 
organization helped secure the $250,000 
that was needed for the project in the 
form of appropriations from Congressman 

Xavier Becerra.  SQLA inc also provided 
the designs for the Bus Shelter Project.
 A Community Planning 
Workshop was held on site on October 
12 to inform the public about the 
projects and to generate feedback. 
Models and displays of the proposed 
projects were set up, and representatives 
from both design fi rms were present 
to answer the questions of attendees. 
Attendees were also treated to a 
performance by Oaxacan dancers and an 
authentic Oaxacan meal.
 According to Apostolos, a 
total of 118 people signed in, with 
many of them submitting comments. 
A survey was also conducted online 
and via smartphone for several weeks 

aft er the event. Each fi rm is currently 
reviewing the comments that were 
submitted and will report back to the 
Steering Committee with any proposed 
revisions. Th e Steering Committee 
will review the revisions at a meeting 
within the next 30 days, and another 
workshop for community feedback will 
be held aft er that, in approximately 90 
days. Th e projects will then conclude 
the conceptualization phase and enter 
the design implementation phase. 
Construction is anticipated to begin at 
the end of 2014 or early 2015. 
 One outstanding question 
is who will maintain the sites going 

forward. Apostolos said that the 
maintenance costs will ultimately depend 
on the fi nal designs, but the Gateway 
project in its current form will cost 
about $1,500 per month to maintain. 
One option is for private companies 
to sponsor the ongoing maintenance. 
Another option is the creation of 
an Olympic business improvement 
district, which will be able to work on 
other improvements in addition to 
maintaining the sites. 

Left: a map and rendering of the pro-
posed developments at Normandie and 
Olympic. 
Bottom/Left: Timeline of events.
Above and right: Residents meet with 
project planners to look at the proposed 
development and discuss options. 

By LYNA CHON
Lchon@ktownnewsla.com

Everything you need to know about the three beautifi cation projects planned for the Olympic Boulevard and Normandie Avenue intersection 

Madang Open Space Project

- Summary: Th e Madang Open 
Space project will close off  the 
small street just above the existing 
pocket park and expand the park 
to the north, adding additional 
foliage and sitting areas.
- Budget: $1.5 million  (LA City/
Community Redevelopment 
Agency funding)

Koreatown Cultural Gate-
way Project

- Summary: Th e Koreatown Cul-
tural Gateway Project will install 
a structure that stretches over and 
across the Olympic Boulevard and 
Normandie Avenue intersection. 
Current proposed designs consist 
of steel poles and LED lights 
strung over the intersection.
- Budget: $1.3 million (LA City/
Community Redevelopment 
Agency funding)

Bus Shelter Project

- Summary: Th e Bus Shelter Proj-
ect will include new seats for the 
bus stop near the park and a brick 
wall behind the seats displaying 
traditional fl ower designs.
- Budget: $250k (State funding, 
Congressman Becerra appropri-
ations)

Th e three projects have an 
estimated total cost of $3 
million and are expected 
to start construction in 
late 2014 or early 2015

PHOTOS provided by LANI

N
orm

a
nd

ie

Olympic
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Submit an ad in our new CLASSIFIED SECTION ...
$10 for 4 lines/1 column

CONTACT US AT (213) 259-3741

CLASSIFIED SECTION
EMPLOYMENT

Talent Management Agency 
seeks Korean actors to repre-
sent.  Film/TV credits, SAGe 
and fl uent English a must.  
Headshots, resume and reel 
to: Jose@chromeam.com

Actors/Actresses wanted

Writers wanted

Koreatown News is looking 
for hard working, talented 
individuals to write stories for 
its monthly publication. This 
position is unpaid. Please 
submit all resumes and 
writing samples to: jchai@
ktownnewsla.com.

Koreatown News is a com-
munity newspaper that covers 
the areas of Koreatown, 
Wilshire Center, Pico Union, 
Westlake and other surround-
ing areas. Topics of coverage 
include city hall, community 
events, crime, education, 
business profi les, human in-
terest and other stories involv-
ing the community.

FOR RENT CELEBRATION

GREAT OFFICE SPACE:
@ 3303 Wilshire Blvd.

Secure, near Vermont METRO
Two spaces available

Amenities: Kitchen, copy center, 
Conference rooms, Wi-Fi

Best Offer. 
League of Women Voters 

Los Angeles 
info@LWVlosangeles.org

213-368-1616

Place your EMPLOYMENT 
classifi ed here. Only $10 for 
four lines. We accept cash, 
check or credit card. Hire 
someone today!

Interns wanted

Cushman & Wakefi eld, the 
world’s largest private real 
estate company, is seeking 
interns. Candidates must 
be enrolled in an accredited 
college. Please submit your 
resumes to tiffany.wang@
cushwake.com 

Entitlements help

A Koreatown consulting fi rm is 
looking for an eager-to-learn 
hardworking reliable individual 
who can manage deadlines 
and multitasking. Work will 
involve land use and entitle-
ments work. 
Email: biz@ktownnewsla.com 

Happy 22nd Birthday, Ann (aka 
Miss K-town Kougar)!!!  :)
You are such a BEAUTIFUL 
person both inside and out!  
You may have that killer-look 
appearance, but I know that 
you’re just a mush!
You seek justice during the day 
and you’re an artist by night (a 
card maker that is)!
You never cease to make me 
laugh and I’m so blessed to 
you have you as a friend!
I love you and admire you, Din-
go!!  :)
May God bless you and may 
all your birthday wishes come 
true (including marrying a 
handsome Korean K-POP Star 
in his 20s)!  :)
P.S.  Wherever you go, whatev-
er you do, just don’t forget the 
pearls and the pink lipstick!!  :)

Yay! for Boo’s

PHOTO by Jimmy Chai

Andrew Ahn stands in front of his family-owned Boo’s Philly Cheesesteaks and Hoagies, a new sandwich spot on 
Wilshire Boulevard that specializes in, you guessed it, Phlly cheesesteaks and hoagies. 

By JIMMY CHAI
Jchai@ktownnewsla.com

 Korean BBQ. Oaxacan 
food. Salvadorian food. And 
now, Philly Cheesesteaks!
 Th at’s right. 
 Koreatown just added 
a new food category to its 
already wide variety of foods 

with the addition of Boo’s Philly 
Cheesesteaks and Hoagies, a 
family-owned-and-operated 
restaurant.  
 Aft er fi nding success in 
Silver Lake, Boo’s Philly Chees-
esteaks and Hoagies opened its 
second restaurant in Koreatown 
on Wilshire Boulevard between 
Alexandria and Kenmore Ave-

nues (in the Derby Plaza right 
next to HMS Bounty.) 
 Th e basic cheesesteak 
costs $7.95 with diff erent 
cheese options including 
Provolone, American and 
Cheez Whiz. Th e portions are 
a healthy size. 
Visit them at: 3377 Wilshire 
Blvd #103, Los Angeles, CA .  

(Unscripted, from page 2)

in Simi Valley but moved in with 
Anthony’s family shortly aft er 
Lily’s birth. Th e two teens are too 
young to work, but the family gets 
by with the earnings of Anthony’s 
father, who works part-time at 
various Apple retail stores, and 
his mother, who collects cans and 
bottles. Anthony’s 20-year-old 
brother, who also lives with them, 
spends most of his time with 
his band and his friends, but he 
adores Lily and babysits her oft en. 
Anthony says that his entire family 
has become much closer since Lily 
was born.
 To be sure, Anthony and 
Jennifer’s lives have gotten more 
diffi  cult and challenging, as well. 
When they fi rst started dating 
two years ago, they were a typical 
teenage couple, hanging out at 
malls, restaurants, and movie 
theaters. Th ey especially enjoyed 
going to museums, like Ripley’s in 
Hollywood. Now, they hardly do 
any of those things; both attend 
alternative school once a week and 
otherwise mostly stay at home 
with Lily. For Anthony, there is 
certainly no more skateboarding 
from dawn till dusk; he sold his 
last skateboard because he needed 
the money, and now he takes the 
bus every Wednesday to a parent-
ing class for young fathers.
 “I can’t do much any-
more, my life is pretty boring,” 
Anthony says with a chuckle.
 Th e young couple knows 
that the path they have chosen will 
be full of diffi  cult challenges, and 
the constant whispers and stares 
of people in the buses and in 
their neighborhoods oft en make 
them feel like the whole world is 

watching them, judging them, and 
waiting for them to fail.  
 Th e odds admittedly are 
not in their favor; according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, there were a total 
of 329,797 babies who were born 
to women aged 15–19 years in 
2011. Th is is a record low for the 
U.S., but of those women, only 
about 50% receive a high school 
diploma by 22 years of age. Th e 
children of teenage mothers are 
also more likely to have lower 
school achievement and drop 
out of high school, have more 
health problems, be incarcerated 
at some time during adolescence, 
give birth as a teenager, and face 
unemployment as a young adult. 
Statistics for teenage fathers are 
not as well documented, but the 
Healthy Teen Network reports that 
teen fatherhood is associated with 
reduced educational attainment, 
greater fi nancial hardship, and less 
stable marriage patterns.
 Still, Anthony and 
Jennifer are proud of their young 
daughter and of their strong rela-
tionship, a rarity in their age group 
which Anthony says others envy. 
Jennifer does feel some uncertain-
ty about the path she has chosen, 
saying she sometimes feels like she 
was too young to have a child, but 
at the same time she says that be-
coming a mother has been a good 
learning experience for her. She 
says that life is no longer about her 
but about her daughter, and this 
has made her more mature and 
selfl ess. Anthony is much more 
confi dent, defi ant even, about 
the choices he’s made, saying that 
age does not determine whether 
someone is smart or mature, and 
he especially wants to break the 

stereotype that all young men are 
bad fathers.
 “Some people go to col-
lege at age nine or ten, everyone is 
diff erent,” he says. 
 Five years from now, the 
two hope to have good jobs and 
their own apartment with Lily. 

Marriage isn’t necessarily in their 
plans, at least not for Anthony; he 
says it’s basically just paying some-
one to make you a couple. Either 
way, Anthony plans to remain a 
good partner to Jennifer, a good 
father to Lily, and to hopefully 
become a lawyer someday. 

 Not everything in An-
thony’s future may go according 
to plan; these past few years have 
certainly taken some detours, but 
that might not be such a bad thing 
aft er all. As John Lennon famously 
said, life is what happens while you 
are busy making other plans. 
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Calendar

PHOTOS by Jimmy Chai

Students, teachers and 
parents, alike, walk 
through the annual Hal-
loween Haunted House 
at the Korean Youth 
Community Center. 

November 1

Portland’s City Repair Founder, Vision-
ary Architect Mark Lakeman, gives a 
public talk at L.A. Eco-Village
7:30pm – 9pm
Los Angeles Eco-Village (117 Bimini 
Place)
Mark inspires and guides the grid 
structure of a typical American city into a 
vital social commons with Portland’s City 
Repair Project <www.cityrepair.org>.  In-
tersection Repair is the citizen-led 
conversion of an urban street intersec-
tion into a public square.  It is a form of 
grassroots city planning that can nurture 
art, public gathering and volunteerism in 
your neighborhood.  
Cost:  $5 to $15 (self-selected sliding 
scale)
Contact  Information & RSVP:  crsp@igc.
org or (213) 738-1254

November 1-15

Brush Strokes With Emotions:  An 
Exhibition of Traditional & Modern 
Calligraphy
Gallery Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 10a.m.-5p.m. / 
Sat. 10a.m. – 1p.m
November 9 &11 will be closed (in obser-
vance of Veterans Day) 
Korean Cultural Center (5505 Wilshire 
Blvd.) 
In celebration of the 30th anniversary, the 
Mook Hyang Calligraphy Society proudly 
presents works of current and former 
members in an exhibition entitled “Brush 
Strokes with Emotions:  An Exhibition 
of Traditional and Modern Calligraphy”. 
Th e exhibition will feature traditional as 
well as modern calligraphy works.
Contact Information:  sungytark@yahoo.
com 

November 2

Dia de los Muertos Celebration with 
Jimmy Lizama and friends  
7pm to midnight  
Los Angeles Eco-Village (140 Bimini 
Place)
Join Jimmy (the founder of the popular 
Bicycle Kitchen) and friends and enjoy 
good food, great music, craft  beer, 
dancing and other amenities.  Please 
bring your good vibes to welcome the 
space into life, adding yet another di-
mension to the on-going development 
of Los Angeles Eco-Village.     
Contact Information:   crsp@igc.org or 
(213) 738-1254

November 2, 6, 11-13, 15, 
22-23

Concerts at the Famous Wiltern Th eater 
November 2 – Father John Misty
8pm
November 6 – Atlas Genius
7pm
November 11-13 – Blink-182
7pm
November 15 – Amanda Miguel & 
Diego Verdaguer
7pm
November 22-23 – Th e Black Crowes
Wiltern Th eatre (3790 Wilshire Blvd.)
Come and enjoy the various concerts at 
the famous Wiltern Th eater!
Contact Information:  (213) 388-1400 / 
www.wilterntheatertickets.com

November 4-7, 12-14, 18-
21, 25-27

Student Zone
(Monday – Th ursday)
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Pio Pico Koreatown Public Library (694 
S. Oxford Ave., 90005)
Students (grades 4-12) can sign in to 
use 4 laptop computers, school supplies, 
computer aide, and free printing for your 
homework assignments. 
Audience: Teens
(213) 368-7647; www.lapl.org

November 6

KAC Monthly Mixer
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Café Blue (3470 W. 6th St., 90010)
Come and spend an evening with Korean 
American Coalition members & friends, 
and enjoy a night meeting new people 
and learn about volunteer opportunities 
that benefi t the community. Bring your 
friends and make some new ones at 
KAC’s memorable monthly mixer!
Cost (incl. 2 drinks & appetizers): KAC 
member – FREE; Non-KAC member - 
$10. 
Please RSVP to Grace at Grace@kacla.org. 
www.kacla.org; info@kacla.org

November 4, 18, 25

LACMA Free Teen Art Workshop
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Pio Pico Koreatown Public Library (694 
S. Oxford Ave., 90005)
Teens, come & learn about art and create 
your own masterpieces with local artists 
from the Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art (LACMA). No sign-up required and 
all materials are provided. You can also 
get a free LACMA teen membership for 
yourself and two adults.
Audience: Teens
(213) 368-7647; www.lapl.org

November 7

Korean American Federation of Los 

Angeles’ 51st Anniversary - “Heritage 
Night”
6pm – 10pm
Downtown Sheraton Hotel (711 S. Hope 
Street)
Celebrating the 51st Anniversary of the 
Korean American Federation of Los An-
geles, the oldest Korean American organi-
zation serving the community.  It will be a 
night of celebrating the accomplishments 
and the history of the organization.
Cost:  $150
Contact Information and RSVP:  Korean 
American Federation of LA:  (323) 732-
0700 or info@kafl a.org / visit www.kafl a.
org 

November 9

Pacifi c American Volunteer Association 
– “Community Day of Service”
8am – 12pm
Council District 10 Parking Lot (1819 S. 
Western Avenue)
Come and join our volunteers to beautify 
the streets and campaign for the environ-
mental awareness!  Beautiful neighbor-
hoods happen because of you!
Contact Information:  (213) 252-8290 or 
pava@pavaworld.org

November 9 & 21

Covered California Workshop
2pm – 3:30pm (November 9)
6:30pm – 8pm (November 21)
Korean Resource Center (900 Crenshaw 
Blvd.)
Covered California was created to de-
velop an easy-to-use marketplace where 
most Californians can get health coverage 
that cannot be denied by health insurance 
companies or canceled if they are sick 
or have a pre-existing health condition, 
such as asthma or diabetes.  Come and 
fi nd out more about it and learn about the 
program!

Contact Information:  (323) 937-3718 or 
krcla@krcla.org 

November 10

9th Annual Run for Her 5K & Friendship 
Walk
7am – 10am
Pan Pacifi c Park (7600 Beverly Blvd.)
Run/walk and help raise funds for the 
K.W. Lee Center for Leadership (a 
non-profi t organization providing leader-
ship programs for high school and college 
students) and ovarian cancer research. 
Cost:  $35 (by November 1) / $40 (aft er 
November 1) 
Contact Information:  (917) 617-9149 or 
hong.janet@gmail.com / www.runforher.
kintera.org 

November 12 

Dr. Sammy Lee Medical and Health 
Sciences Magnet Elementary School – 
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
10am – 11am
School Address (3600 Council Street)
Everyone is invited to attend the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony of the brand new 
LAUSD elementary school in Koreatown!  
Check out the beautiful facility and also 
have the opportunity to meet Dr. Sammy 
Lee (a two-time Olympic Gold Medalist) 
in person, who will be honored at the 
event!
Contact Information:  Fortunato Tapia 
(213) 241-6521  

Wilshire Center-Koreatown Neighbor-
hood Council
6:30pm – 8pm
Young Oak Kim Academy (615 Shatto 
Place)
Th e mission of the Wilshire Center-Kore-
atown Neighborhood Council is to ensure 
eff ective stakeholder participation and in-
teraction in all aspects of decision making 

and problem solving processes in issues 
that aff ect the community.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend and we encourage 
everyone to get involved!
Contact Information:  (213) 373-4490 or 
wckncnow@gmail.com

How to Get Th at Job Workshop
7pm – 8:30pm
Oasis Church (634 S. Normandie 
Avenue)
Getting a job in today’s economy can 
be tough.  In this workshop, gain some 
insight on what recreuiters look for in a 
candidate, equip yourself with successful 
networking strategies, and learn how to 
build a stand-out resume.  If you have 
one, bring your current resume. 
Contact Information:  www.oasisla.org 
November 15

Enchanting Korea – Performing Arts in 
November
7:30pm – 9:30pm
Korean Cultural Center of Los Angeles 
(5505 Wilshire Blvd.)
Enchanting Korea-Performing Arts in 
November promoted by Kwan Gyu Lim 
Dance Company in Celebrating the 60th 
Anniversary of the ROK-U.S. Alliance!
Contact Information:  tammy@kccla.org 
or (323) 936-3015
November 16 – 17

Happy Village’s Community Love 
Bazaar
Wilshire & Hobart Parking Lot (3670 
Wilshire Blvd.)
Everyone is welcome to attend this fun-
fi lled community event.  You get a chance 
to make your own Kimbop and Kimchi!  
It’s a family-friendly environment with 
a jumper, ball pool and face painting for 
children!
Cost:  $20 (all proceeds will go in sup-
porting the local non-profi t organiza-
tions)
Contact Information:  (310) 320-3800

November 16

KYCC Tree Planting
9am-Noon
KYCC will be hosting a community tree 
planting event on Menlo Ave from Pico to 
Olympic Blvd.  Th e plan is to plant 20-25 
trees on the street that day with local 
residents as part of a community green-
ing eff ort initiated by residents of that 
community.  It’s a cool thing happening 
where the community has recognized the 
need to provide green and open space in 
the area.  We are looking to plant trees 
that day, and hopefully get a couple small 
pocket park projects going.

November 19

Taekkyon Arirang – Lyeon
7pm – 9pm
Wilshire Ebell Th eatre (743 S. Lucerne 
Blvd.)
Th e fi rst performance of the Taekkyon 
World Tour in America.  Th e world tour 
performance of UNESCO world intangi-
ble heritage of humanity, Taekkyon and 
Arirang - “Taekkyon Arirang - Lyeon” 
will be played at the Wilshire Ebell 
Th eatre.  Th e performance is combined 
with the Korean traditional martial arts 
“Taekkyon” and the Korean traditional 
song “Arirang” that were registered as 
UNESCO (United Nations Educational 
Scientifi c and Cultural Organization) 
world intangible heritage of humanity. 
(Taekkyon : 2011, Arirang : 2012) 
Contact Information & RSVP:  (323) 
936-7141 or www.kccla.org/english/pro-
grams_reservation.asp

November 28

Th anksgiving

KYCC hosts Halloween haunted house 
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State of the Art Spec Suites 
Available for Lease 
Featuring Custom Architecture and  

Innovative Furniture Systems.   
1,500 sf – 8,000 sf

Norman S. Mitchell 
Senior Director 
(213) 629-6516 
norm.mitchell@cushwake.com 
CA Lic. #00339426

Richard B. Grande 
Senior Director 
(213) 629-6552 
rich.grande@cushwake.com 
CA Lic. #1056963

Steven E. Marcussen, MCR.h 
Executive Director 
(213) 629-6550 
steve.marcussen@cushwake.com  
CA Lic. #00656631

www.cushwake.com

For more information, or to schedule a property tour, please contact:

www.twocalplaza.com  •  350 South Grand Avenue  •  Los Angeles


